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АКТУАЛЬНЫЕ ВОПРОСЫ ПСИХОЛОГИЧЕСКОЙ БЕЗОПАСНОСТИ 

ПРИ РАССЛЕДОВАНИИ УГОЛОВНОГО ДЕЛА 

Аннотация: психологическое влияние, имеющее воздейственную силу, в любом 

случае подвергает изменениям состояние психики реципиента, в том числе в 

форме получения контроля над психологическими процессами, свойствами и 

состояниями личности коммуниканта, его ценностно-мотивационной сферой, 

регуляторами активности. Подобные субъекты психологического воздействия 

активно участвуют и в уголовно-процессуальной деятельности. Важными 

становятся вопросы психологической безопасности участников расследований 

уголовного дела.  

Ключевые слова: психологическое влияние, субъекты психологического 

воздействия, психологическая безопасность, расследование уголовного дела. 

 

TOPICAL ISSUES OF PSYCHOLOGICAL SECURITY IN THE 

INVESTIGATION OF A CRIMINAL CASE 

Annotation: Psychological influence, which has an influencing force, in any case, 

changes the state of the recipient's psyche, including in the form of gaining control over 

the psychological processes, properties and states of the communicant's personality, 
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his value-motivational sphere, and regulators of activity. Such subjects of 

psychological influence are actively involved in criminal procedural activities. The 

issues of psychological safety of participants in criminal investigations are becoming 

important. 

Key words: psychological influence, subjects of psychological influence, 

psychological safety, criminal investigation. 

 

The concept of psychological security is closely related to the definition of a 

state of mind that is free from psychological influence. T. Kabachenko defines 

psychological security as "the state of the information environment and the conditions 

of life of society that do not contribute to the violation of the integrity, adaptability (of 

all forms of adaptation) of the functioning and development of social subjects (an 

individual, groups, society as a whole)" [1, p. 34]. G. Suvorova gives the following 

definition: "the state of preservation of the psyche (involves maintaining a certain 

balance between the negative effects of the environment on a person and his stability, 

the ability to overcome such an impact with his own resources or with the help of 

protective environmental factors) "[2, p. 23]. E. Kamenskaya defines psychological 

security as " the security of a person taking into account external and internal security 

conditions (the experience of the subject, the ability and willingness to identify, predict 

and evade dangers, the level of development of abilities, motivation to ensure the safety 

of life)" [3, p. 5]. T. Kolesnikova understands psychological security as "a certain 

protection of consciousness from influences that can change a person's mental states, 

psychological characteristics and behavior against the will and desire of a person, 

which can radically affect a person up to a change in his life path" [4, p. 45]. A common 

feature of all these concepts is the protection of the state of the psyche as the 

preservation of the integrity of the individual. This integrity presupposes the stability 

of all mental processes, including the "qualitative characteristic of the individual" [5, 

p. 27]. 

The change in the state of a person's security is determined by the criteria of 

violation of psychological security. Their presence in a particular case allows you to 
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track the fact of such a deviation in the state of the psyche. G. Smolyan and 

S. Reshetina describe such criteria: "degradation of forms of reflection and structure of 

the need sphere, mental health disorders; adequate reflection of the world and attitude 

to it; change of value orientation and worldview" [6, p. 24]. G. Grachev considers the 

damage caused by the violation of information and psychological security and points 

out the following consequences: "violation or non-confirmation (in fact, violation) of 

self-esteem, disorientation in the environment, violations of the adequacy of a person's 

ideas about the world and their place in it, a decrease in self-esteem or a sense of 

confidence, loss of the integrity of the Self and loss of individual uniqueness, the 

collapse of plans, intentions, the choice of inadequate goals and behaviors, falling into 

psychological dependence on other subjects of influence, spiritual degradation, mental 

health disorders up to irreversible pathological changes in the psyche" [7, p. 104]. As 

additional criteria in the literature, there are: social maladaptation, the formation of 

social incompetence [8, p. 19-27], a decrease in the autonomy of the individual and his 

intellectual and volitional potential, the development of a suboptimal emotional 

background. 

Within the framework of judicial and investigative practice, the main focus is 

shifted to: determining the criteria for a violation of psychological security, monitoring 

the threat of such a violation, introducing consideration of typical options for 

psychological impact in the investigation of a criminal case that leads to a violation of 

the psychological security of participants in the preliminary investigation. 

Means, techniques and methods of psychological influence become the factors 

that generate psychological danger in the process of investigating a criminal case. In 

our opinion, this is why the manipulative strategy of psychological influence is 

considered by some researchers as the main and only prerequisite for the violation of 

psychological security [9]. We support the point of view of T. Kabachenko, which 

proves the ability of any of the methods of psychological influence to cause deviations 

in the psychological health of the recipient, because the depth of their influence directly 

depends on the nature, sequence and intensity of their application, as well as on the 

personality of the object of influence [1, p.203]. 
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There are certain methods of psychological influence that carry the greatest risk 

of disturbing the state of the psyche — psychological safety — of a participant in a 

criminal investigation. We can distinguish some of these: personal example; formation 

of ideals and beliefs through suggestions, imitation; involvement in a situation in which 

the recipient is obviously inclined to worry about negative emotions; creation of such 

an investigative situation that cannot be perceived unambiguously; impact on the 

motivational functions of motive and goal-setting; maintaining the authority of the 

managerial, state-power vertical; fixing the recipient's attention on the improper 

performance of their duties. 

At each stage of the investigation of a criminal case, the participants are involved 

in a specific socio-psychological context. Due to the peculiarities of the objectives of 

the investigation of a crime— a retrospective analysis of the offense— the persons 

authorized to conduct an investigation in a criminal case recreate episodes of the past, 

create such investigative situations, participation in which for both a professionally 

trained and an unprepared person becomes a provocation of changes in his psycho-

emotional state that can cause social maladjustment of the personality. This is 

especially dangerous if a minor or juvenile becomes a participant in any investigative 

action Such techniques and methods of psychological influence are the most dangerous 

because in cases of unfair use they can disorganize one of the important mental 

processes - the reflection of information in the psyche. At the same time, a person is 

deprived of important criminal procedural guarantees: personal inviolability, fair, 

impartial investigation of a criminal case and assessment of evidence. 

Psychological safety appears to be an urgent problem in any interpersonal 

interaction, and the process of criminal investigation cannot be an exception. At any 

stage of the production of an investigative action its participant must retain the ability 

to be intellectually and volitionally active. Only knowledge helps to ensure this. 

Knowledge about psychological influence as a phenomenon of human activity, about 

its techniques, methods and even strategies, about ways to overcome such influence 

and independently ensure psychological security. Thus, the forms of manipulative 

influence in various investigative situations are: violation of ethical norms and 
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disregard for national values; imputation of guilt or false compassion; use of incorrect 

methods of persuasion, for example, arguments to pity, to authority, to ignorance, or 

abuse of the traps of language: ambiguity of words, inaccuracy and ambiguity of 

concepts, especially legal terms; "use of false and unproven arguments" [10, p. 154-

172]. By means of protection against this type of influence V.N. Volkov distinguishes 

passive defense (for example, to ask again, while repeating the request of the initiator 

of influence with an interrogative intonation, to talk about something else, to start 

considering the manipulator's face and his emotions, to visualize irritation, to wait for 

a pause when answering a question or request) and active defense (to ask to clarify the 

essence of and the purpose of the question, to express your concern with the subtext of 

a statement, recommendation or request). [11, p.188-195]. 

The actual directions of scientific research in the framework of the criminal 

process are the definition of units of analysis of psychological influence in the activities 

of persons exercising power at the stage of preliminary investigation. This step, in turn, 

will help to develop criteria for assessing the risks of violation of the psychological 

safety of participants in a criminal investigation. 
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